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lands Forestry in Hawaii is a concrete step
in meeting the challenge of fulfilling the
domestic and international goals of Forests
for the Future and tropical forest conserva-
tion generally. This Act will permit the In-
stitute to serve as a center for transferring
scientific, technical, managerial, and admin-
istrative assistance to organizations at home
and abroad that seek to improve the man-
agement of tropical forests.

Almost two-thirds of Hawaii’s original for-
est cover has been lost over the last three
centuries. This loss has severely affected
the State’s diverse ecosystems, which are
among the most fragile and complex in the
world. To better understand these changes
and to develop means to conserve these
forests for human and ecological needs, this
Act authorizes the establishment of the Ha-
waii Experimental Tropical Forest. This ex-
perimental forest will serve as a center for
long-term research and a focal point for

developing and transferring knowledge and
expertise for the management of tropical
forests.

This Administration has sponsored many
initiatives, such as the ‘‘America the Beau-
tiful’’ and the ‘‘Urban and Community For-
estry’’ programs that have resulted in mil-
lions of new trees being planted in our
country. With our Forests for the Future
initiative as a foundation, the Hawaii Tropi-
cal Forest Recovery Act is another impor-
tant aspect of our overall commitment to
understanding and wisely using the re-
sources of the world’s forests.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
October 29, 1992.

Note: S. 2679, approved October 29, was
assigned Public Law No. 102–574.

Remarks to the Community in Grand Rapids, Michigan
October 29, 1992

The President. Thank you very much. May
I start by paying my respects and giving
my profound thanks to Gerald R. Ford, a
great President, a wonderful friend, and a
terrific guy.

You guys are fired up. Of course, I am
very proud that John Engler is running our
campaign. I believe I’ve learned a lesson
for John. A couple of years ago, the poll-
sters, the media, if you’ll excuse the
expression——

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. No, no, wait a minute. No,

they said he had no chance, that he was
10 points back a night before the election.
And here he is, Governor of Michigan. And
he’s a great Governor.

May I also thank Bruce Willis who is
with us. I’ll tell you, and you know, every-
where I go, everywhere I go I see signs
yelling, ‘‘Clean House!’’ Why don’t you help
by sending Pete Hoekstra to the United
States Congress. There’s one right there.

I’m delighted to be here with your party

leaders Chuck Yob, Dick and Betsy DeVos,
Dave Doyle. We have a great team going.
And let me just say this: Michigan is abso-
lutely essential. We must and we will win
the State of Michigan.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. May I also just ask for
a minute. I’d like to just say a word about
a man who is not well today, the great Con-
gressman Paul Henry. As many of you
know, he’s in the hospital recovering from
surgery. Barbara and I just wish him a
speedy recovery, joining all who love him
in that regard. And our prayers are with
the entire Henry family.

Now on to the election. The choice before
the American people is a vast difference
on experience, philosophy, and yes, char-
acter. Character matters. I heard Bruce
Willis clicking off some of this, but let me
just remind you, for 11 months Governor
Clinton and the rest of the liberal Demo-
crats have been running around saying
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what’s wrong with my record. Let me just
tell you briefly about his record. It is ter-
rible. So you won’t like it, but here it is.

They are 50th in environmental quality;
50th in percentage of adults with a college
degree; 50th in per capita spending on
criminal justice; 49th on police protection;
48th in percentage of adults with a high
school diploma; 48th in spending for correc-
tions; 46th on teachers’ salaries; and 45th
in the overall well-being of children. And
in the debate the other night he says, ‘‘I
want to do for America what I’ve done for
Arkansas.’’ No way! No way!

The President. He brags on the fact that
last year, one year, they led the Nation in
jobs created. That was the year he was out
of the State for 85 percent of the time.
And for 10 years, for 10 years they were
30 percent of the national average. We need
somebody that’s going to stimulate invest-
ment in small business, not tax and spend
some more.

Governor Clinton—all they do is talk
about change, change, change, change.
Now, here’s his idea of change: $150 billion
in new taxes, $220 billion in new spending,
trickle-down Government, numbers that
don’t add up, and a middle class—let me
tell you this, if these guys come in, watch
your wallet. They’re going after the tax-
payer. And that deficit will explode. It will
blow up right in your face.

The last time we had a liberal Democrat
in the White House and a Democrat con-
trolling the Congress, do you remember
how things were? We got change, all right.
We got interest rates at 21 percent. We
got inflation at 15 percent. And we got a
‘‘misery index’’ of 20. We do not need that
kind of change.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Change is all you’ll have
in your pocket if you put that guy into the
White House.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, here’s the bad news
for Clinton and the Ozone Man. Here it
is. You know who I mean by the Ozone
Man. I’ll tell you why I call—he and Gov-
ernor Clinton, Ozone and Clinton—[laugh-
ter]—they want to put CAFE standards—

that’s the fuel efficiency standards—at 40
to 45 miles per gallon on the auto industry.
That will throw a lot of Grand Rapids and
other people out of work. And we’re not
going to let it happen.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. But the bad news for them

is this. The bad news for them is there
was very good news for this country 2 days
ago. And they hate it. They hate it. The
only way they can win is to convince Amer-
ica we’re in a recession. We had growth
of 2.7. We have grown for six quarters. And
now let’s keep it going.

There’s a lot of people hurting. There’s
a lot of people hurting and worried about
jobs. But the last thing we need is to go
back to the failed policies of the past. Let’s
have the United States of America lead the
worldwide recovery that will bring jobs to
more Americans.

And here’s how we’re going to do it.
We’re going to open up new markets.
America’s the best workers in the world.
We can outproduce anyone else. Let’s open
up new markets through exports and create
more jobs here in the United States.

Governor Clinton says that he wants to
have Government invest. Government
never created any wealth at all. Let’s get
this, do this: less regulation for small busi-
ness, less taxation for small business, and
less lawsuits for small business.

The trial lawyers are Governor Clinton’s
biggest supporters. What we need to do
on these crazy lawsuits is to put some caps.
It’s wrong when a doctor is afraid to deliver
a baby because of a malpractice suit. It
is wrong. It is wrong when a Little League
coach is afraid to coach for fear of some
crazy lawsuit. And it is wrong if you see
an accident along the highway, you’re
scared to pick up somebody and help them
because you’re afraid you’ll be sued. We
must sue each other less and care for each
other more.

In health care, we’ve got the best health
care plan for this country. And here’s how
we’re going to get it through. There’s going
to be a brandnew Congress, at least 100,
maybe 150 new Members. And we’ll reach
out, and we’ll say let’s do what the people
want, make insurance available to every
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single American and keep the quality of
health care up.

Audience members. Clean the House!
Clean the House! Clean the House!

The President. We’re going to do that.
Clean the House! Thirty-eight years, one
party. Thirty-eight years they’ve controlled
the House of Representatives. I think it’s
about time to clean House, I’ll tell you.
That leadership up there, they can’t run
a two-bit post office, and they screwed up
a little tiny bank. We need to clean House.

You remember that Harry Truman—it’s
not giving ‘em hell, it’s just telling them
the truth, and they think it’s hell. That’s
what Truman said, and he’s right.

Education: We’ve got the best program
to help these kids, America 2000. It’s got
a lot of great features. It supports the teach-
ers, not that NEA teachers union. Let’s help
the teachers. Help the teachers. And one
thing it says is let’s help parents choose
the school of their choice, private, public,
or religious. It worked for the GI bill after
World War II, and it can work to make
our public schools better. Let the parents
choose.

I’ve got a big difference with Governor
Clinton on crime. You see, I think we don’t
need a lot of liberal judges on the Supreme
Court. He has threatened—he has made
a terrible threat. He says he wants to put
Mario Cuomo——

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. ——on the Supreme

Court. No, we can’t let that happen. You
talk about a disaster, that would be it. In
crime—let me tell you why. We must back
up these law enforcement officers who are
out there on that street for you and me
every single day. The Arkansas prisoners
serve only 20 percent of their sentences;
Federal, 85 percent. Let’s have a little more
sympathy for the victims of crime, a little
less for the criminals.

And everybody here ought to be worried
about the deficit. Let me give you a couple
of ways to get that down. One, we almost
got it in the last Congress, until that liberal
leadership twisted the arms of eight of the
cosponsors and made them change their
mind.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. People cosponsoring it.

Give us a balanced budget amendment and
let’s get the job done. Give us a check-
off. Give us a check-off so every taxpayer
can check off 10 percent of their taxes. And
that will have to be applied to lowering
the deficit. And third, give me what 43 Gov-
ernors have: a line-item veto, and cut right
through it.

Audience members. Line-item veto! Line-
item veto! Line-item veto!

The President. These guys! And fourth,
why don’t we give the Congress back to
the people and have term limits for the
Members of Congress. We’ve got them for
the President; let’s do that.

But my biggest argument for Governor
Clinton—we’ve got a big difference on the
issues, the deficit, on education, and crime
and all of these, but the biggest argument
is: I do not believe you can be President
of the United States and try to be all things
to all people. We cannot have the White
House turn into the waffle house. He talks
one time about, ‘‘Oh, term limits, yes,’’ and
then he’s against them. Talks about a fair
trade agreement, says he’s for it; then, well,
he’s not sure. And then in the debate you
heard him, he says, ‘‘Well, I’m for the
NAFTA agreement, but.’’ You can’t have
a lot of ‘‘buts’’ in the White House. You’ve
got to call it the way you see it.

And what’s catching up with him now,
what is catching up with him just as we
go down to the wire is this pattern of decep-
tion. Look, if you make a mistake in the
real world, you say, ‘‘I made a mistake,’’
and you go on about leading the country
or about your business. In the White House
you should do the same thing. But you can-
not be on all sides of all questions. Let
me remind you. Let me remind you about
the war. During the war, when we had to
mobilize—and President Ford was very
generous—we had to mobilize world opin-
ion and then make a very difficult decision
to send someone else’s son or daughter into
combat. And what did Bill Clinton say? He
said, ‘‘Well, I agree with the minority, but
I guess I would have voted with the major-
ity.’’ You cannot waffle. You cannot waffle
if you want to lead.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. And that is character. That

is character. And if you keep doing it, you
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lose trust. Character and trust are impor-
tant. The thing that bothers me is there
is a pattern of deception, being on all sides
of these questions. He said on April 17th,
‘‘I’m going to reveal my draft records,’’ and
we haven’t seen them yet. Listen, a lot of
people disapproved of the war. But you
can’t try to have it both ways. You can’t
say, ‘‘I got an induction,’’ and then, ‘‘I
didn’t.’’ You can’t say that you wrote the
man, that you once—you can’t say that
you’re going to have one position and then
another. You’ve got to stand up and take
a position and lead. And that’s what being
President is about. You cannot lead by mis-
leading.

Audience members. Bush! Bush! Bush!
The President. I’ll tell you what’s happen-

ing out there. Governor Clinton had his
transition team moving forward, the same
old liberal crowd that was run out of busi-
ness in 1980. They’re all measuring the
drapes and getting the carpet ready. And
the media said the President has no chance
at all.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Everyone, hey listen, we’ve

got to get some ground rules on the media.
Where’s our crowd? Our gang is the good
gang. We’re giving exemption, we’re giving
amnesty to the photographers, to those car-
rying the cameras, and even to those travel-
ing with us. But my ire goes to those talking
heads on those Sunday television shows.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. You’re right. There it is.

This is the fastest selling bumper sticker
in America. There is an enormous demand
for this bumper sticker. And all these talk
show guys that wrote us off, we’re going
to show them. Harry Truman said some-
thing—and I’m paraphrasing—he said,
there’s 50 of them out there, and none of
them know how to pound sand in a rat
hole.

So as this thing gets moving now, as this
thing gets moving now—and all the people
who were measuring the drapes and all the
people that were studying the plans of who
they were going to put in office, they’re
coming up short, because the American
people know what the Arkansas record was.
They know what waffling and character
mean. And I am going to win election on
November 3d.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Let me tell you. Let me
tell you something. Let me end this way.
First place, you’ve got one good reason to
keep me there, and that is that Barbara
Bush is a great First Lady, and I wish she
were here. But I’ll tell you the main one.
You’re right. You’re right, Millie does know
more about foreign policy than Clinton and
the Ozone Man. Hey, these guys wouldn’t
know foreign policy it if hit them in the
face. We have changed the world. The kids
here today in that band go to bed at night
without the same fear of nuclear war that
their predecessors did. Ancient enemies are
talking to each other in the Middle East.
Russia is going democratic. South of our
border is democracy. And Ozone and Clin-
ton keep talking about change, change,
change. We’ve already done that. We’ve al-
ready made the world safer.

I’ll tell you this. We’re getting right down
to the wire, right down to the wire. And
here is my appeal: Barbara and I both, and
our family, have tried to uphold the public
trust. And character, Bill Clinton—Bruce
Willis mentioned this—Clinton said that it
is not the character of the President but
‘‘the character of the Presidency.’’ Wrong.
They’re locked in. They are interlocked.

This country is starting to move. And so
I ask—they say, why do you want this job?
You’ve got a good life with all the family;
you’re lucky in life. Yes. But I finish what
I start, and I want to lift up every single
kid here and make them understand we
are not a nation in decline. We are the
greatest on the face of the Earth, and your
future is bright. Your future is bright.

And so on Tuesday, go to the polls. Take
your friends to the polls. I ask for your
support. I ask for your trust to lead this
great country for 4 more years.

And may God bless the United States
of America. Thank you very much. Thank
you.

Note: The President spoke at 5:05 p.m. at
the Gerald R. Ford Museum. In his remarks,
he referred to actor Bruce Willis; Republican
national committeeman Chuck Yob; Repub-
lican national committeewoman Betsy DeVos
and her husband, Dick; David
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Doyle, State chairman, Michigan Republican
State Committee; and Gov. Mario Cuomo
of New York.

Question-and-Answer Session in Grand Rapids
October 29, 1992

Moderator. Okay, something about the
questions that you’re going to hear tonight:
Contrary to some of the reports that some
of you may have heard, TV–13 and Channel
4 in Detroit have selected the questions
and selected the audience participants.
There was no outside interference or ap-
proval from the Bush-Quayle campaign or
the White House.

There are a lot of questions, so without
further ado, let’s get to them. Ladies and
gentlemen, I’d like to introduce you to the
President of the United States, George
Bush.

The President. Thank you very much. Fire
away, Mort.

Moderator. Thank you, Mr. President.
Thank you for being with us tonight.

The President. Delighted to be here,
Mort.

Moderator. We have gotten a lot of ques-
tions from people all over this State. And
needless to say, a majority of them have
concerned themselves with the economy,
jobs, the business climate, taxes, things that
go directly to the wallet.
Job Retraining

Q. I have a question related to jobs. De-
spite the recent very minimal increases in
growth, our economic crisis has resulted in
a recent General Motors loss of more than
$750 million. We are told that as many as
40,000 more auto workers will soon be out
of work as a result. Aside from your position
on modification of CAFE standards, I’d like
to know specifically what you plan to do
that will assist the working men and women
of our great State of Michigan.

The President. In the first place, I’m not
sure I agree with your premise on the mini-
mal growth; 2.7 is a fairly good growth.
We have grown for six straight quarters.
And yet the opposition keeps saying we’re
in a deep recession. If somebody’s out of

work, I’m sure he feels we’re in a recession
or a depression. So what we’ve got to do
is get them back to work.

I favor increasing our exports. Exports
are going to lead us out of this global slow-
down. I favor job retraining. You asked
about people that might be out of a job.
We have a vigorous $10 billion job retaining
program. I think that’s essential. But the
main thing is to stimulate the economy, par-
ticularly the small business sector, through
investment tax allowances, through capital
gains reduction. Democrats all say that’s a
big break for the rich. It isn’t. It will help
people start businesses. Then, of course,
I think that that first-time homebuyers
credit—take a family that wants to buy a
home for the first time, give them a $5,000
credit, and not only they’ll get part of the
American dream, but it will stimulate the
entire housing industry.

I think those three specifics are good.
But the big difference I have with Governor
Clinton on this is they want to come in
and invest, have Government invest. Gov-
ernment never produced a constructive job
in its life. It has to be the private sector.
So the big difference I have is when they
say they want to raise $220 billion in more
spending and raise taxes. I think that would
be the most counterproductive thing for an
economy that is growing, albeit too slowly.
Education, job retraining for the individuals
you asked about.

Q. Among minorities, unemployment is
a major concern. I’d like to know what spe-
cifically you would do to improve the edu-
cational and job training opportunities for
minority people.

The President. Bernard, good question.
We have a program called Job Training
2000. And it’s a good one, and as I say,
it takes people that are working and gives
them a chance to get job training while
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